
CATHOLIC KEY WORDS 
 
THE CHURCH BUILDING 

• Church vs. Basilica vs. Cathedral (Cathedra) 
• Mensa 
• Corner Stones (Riese, Mañazo, Greensboro) 
• Cloister 
• Chancel 
• Nave 
• Narthex 
• Vestibule 
• Sanctuary 
• Confessional 
• Pews 
• Kneelers 
• Baptismal Font 
• Stained Glass Windows 
• Statues 
• Paschal (Easter) Candle  
• Votive Candles 
• Stations of the Cross 

 
BEHIND THE SCENES 

• Sacristy (Vesting & Working) 
• Oil of the Infirm (Sick) 
• Oil of Catechumens 
• Sacred Chrism 
• Relics 
• Processional Cross/ Crucifix  
• Alb  
• Cincture  
• Stole  
• Chasuble  
• Dalmatic 
• Significance of Colors – White, Red, 

Green, Purple 
• Incense, Incense Boat 
• Censer/Thurible (Thurifer) 
• Aspergillum (Aspersorium) 

 

PEOPLE 
• Priest  
• Deacon  
• Altar Servers  
• Ordinary Minster of Holy Communion 

(Ordained) 
• Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion 

(EM)  
• Lector  
• Usher 
• Sacristan   

 
THE MASS 

• Altar  
• Ambo (Lectern/Pulpit)  
• Chalice  
• Paten 
• Purificator  
• Pall  
• Corporal  
• Ciboria (Ciborium) 
• Credence Table  
• Cruets  
• Lavabo, Flagon (Pitcher)  
• Gift Table  
• Presider’s Chair (Celebrant Chair)  
• Tabernacle  
• Sanctuary Candle 
• Pyx  
• Monstrance 
• Consecrated vs. Unconsecrated Host 

 
BOOKS 

• Book of Gospels  
• Lectionary 
• Hymnals 
• Roman Missal 
• Book of the Chair 

 


